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February’s theme: Thank God for Food
Rev. Rob Blezard, Web Editor
The Stewardship of Life Institute
editor@stewardshipofllife.org

If you want the free Toolkit sent directly to your inbox every month, just drop me an email.
Feel free to forward it to colleagues who might find it useful.

Consistent communication, education and action can help your congregation develop a healthy culture of stewardship and generosity. This Toolkit can help get you there!
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Stewardship Snippets
Based on the readings from the Revised Common Lectionary. Copy and paste into your Sunday bulletin!
Source: Rob Blezard.

Second Sunday in Easter, April 7, 2024
Acts 4:34-35 –There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold.  They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.
The earliest church presents a vision of community stewardship. When everyone shares, no one is needy. How does this passage challenge you? What would be a first-step response? 

Third Sunday in Easter, April 14, 2024
1 John 3:1a – See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are.
Our identity – who we really are – forms the hub of our lives as steward-disciples. Our actions and thoughts revolve around that hub. And John reveals that we are children of the Almighty. When you live, as a child of God at your core, everything else falls into place.

Fourth Sunday in Easter, April 21, 2024
Psalm 23:1–The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
You’ve read and prayed this before, but the passage’s power is only increased by repetition. Stewards believe in God’s abundance and learn the difference between needs and wants. God fills our deepest needs.

Fifth Sunday in Easter, April 28, 2024
I John 4:7 – Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
Steward-disciples know that God intends us to live in community, helping and relying on one another. We are stewards of community when we practice love for one another. What does that mean for you? How can we love people we may not like? 
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Thank God for our food
God said [to Adam and Eve], ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. -Genesis 1:29
There’s a joke about the first-grade teacher who asks, “Where do apples come from?” Little Sydney speaks up: “From the supermarket!”
We laugh, but the truth is, many of us forget that our food comes only from life, through the plants and animals that God alone created.
As stewards and disciples, we can develop a deep appreciation for all that God provides us, particularly our food. With every mouthful, we can thank God for our daily bread, and for the soil, air and water that sustains life. 
Easter and springtime are perfect occasions to celebrate God’s miracle of life that gives us fruit, vegetables, grains, meat, fish and dairy foods. Here are some ideas:
· At mealtime grace, thank God not only for food, but also for the cycles of seedtime, growth and harvest. Thank God for life-nourishing soil, water and air.
· While eating, think about how and from where the plants are grown or animals raised? How do they get to your kitchen?
· As a church or family, celebrate Earth Day (April 22) by learning about food production and our food supply, and how environmental problems affect it.  
· Celebrate Earth Day by planting a garden.
· Learn about nutrition -- what foods are the best and worst for us. Promote healthy eating.
· Learn about food waste and take steps to reduce it in your home.
· At church, celebrate creation or seedtime. 
We live in a culture where food is all around us all the time. As steward-disciples, we want to be sure not to take even a mouthful for granted. 

--Rob Blezard
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