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This month’s message: 2024: Your year for abundant living
Rev. Rob Blezard, Web Editor
The Stewardship of Life Institute
editor@stewardshipofllife.org
Good, thoughtful, consistent communication, education and action will help your congregation develop a healthy culture of stewardship and generosity. This kit is designed to help get you there!

You can use the resources of this kit by themselves to educate and encourage stewardship, but they would be more effective as a monthly emphasis that lifted up a different aspect of stewardship. You could plan bible studies, temple talks, a preaching series, and other activities. 

Here’s what you’ll find below:

· Stewardship Snippets: Put a “Stewardship Snippet” every week in your Sunday bulletin! It’s a quote from the week’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons, followed by a brief reflection. Just cut and paste!
· Newsletter Article: Publish something in your newsletter every month on stewardship and faith or post it on your website. Keep your people thinking about stewardship. Just cut and paste!
· General Resource Websites: – These are places you can go for inspiration and great ideas!


[bookmark: Snippets]Stewardship Snippets
Copy and paste into your bulletin!
Source: Rob Blezard

[bookmark: Newsletter_Articles]January 6, 2024 (Epiphany of the Lord, Year B)
“Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.”- Isaiah 60:1
God continues to do new things among us—healing, restoring, and sustaining—and invites our participation in sharing the good news of the Christ. With the wise men and the faithful across time, we look to Jesus for our hope and eternal abundance. Step into the light and make 2024 a year of abundance “Jesus-style.”
January 7, 2024 (Baptism of the Lord Sunday, Year B)
Paul said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ – Acts 19:2
As we celebrate the baptism of Jesus and recall our own initiation into God’s family, we can be confident that God works within us, giving us the gift of the Holy Spirit, and equipping us to be faithful disciples who are well in body, mind, and spirit.
January 14, 2024 (Second Sunday after Epiphany, Year B)
Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own? --1 Corinthians 6:19
God has given us physical bodies, not to be abused but to be cared for so that we may be healthy physically, as well as mentally and spiritually. How can you better care for your “temple of the Holy Spirit” in 2024?
January 21, 2024 (Third Sunday after Epiphany, Year B)
And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.”– Mark 1:17
Are you ready for a new kind of wellness routine in 2021? Jesus calls all of us to follow him and become fishers of people. As we cultivate and care for relationships, we focus on bringing people (and ourselves) More deeply in the faith!
January 28, 2024 (Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, Year B)
“But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.”– 1 Corinthians 8:9
Christians enjoy great freedom, but we are also responsible to and for one another. Just as new runners start out gently, so new Christ followers may need our careful and loving guidance as we all train in the faith. 

Newsletter article – 272 words
Just copy and paste into your newsletter! Use this or one from the newsletter archive. 

2024: Your year for abundant living
Many Christians think of “stewardship” only in financial terms, but money is only one of the gifts God entrusts us with – and it’s usually the one we value less than our gifts of time, relationships, faith and health. 
Make 2024 your year for holistic stewardship - and abundant living – by taking steps to care better for ALL the gifts God entrusts to us, including our finances. Here are tips.
Health: Get a physical and ask your doctor to help you to form a strategy for better living. For most of us, the plan would include eating better, exercising more and practicing wellness. 
Relationships: We not only share love and joy with family and friends, but also turn to and rely on them in times of trouble. Care for your relationships with honest and frequent communication, get-togethers and sharing. Renew and repair relationships that need it.
Time: Are you just mindlessly counting the hours and days? Take charge of your time by planning events and activities that enrich your life. Plan for health and relationships. 
Faith: No matter where you are on your discipleship journey, all of us can draw closer to God and open ourselves more fully to the Holy Spirit. For 2024, commit to regular worship, prayer, Scripture reading, devotions, service and other faith practices. 
Money: Get your finances in order. Consider the 10-10-80 plan, budgeting your income to save 10 percent, give away 10 percent, and living on 80 percent.
God has given us so much. Stewarding the most important aspects of our lives can bring us into the life of abundance that Jesus promises us in John 10:10.
--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2024, Rev. Robert Blezard. Used by permission. Pastor Blezard serves part-time as web editor for the Stewardship of Life Institute and full-time as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD.

Click here for a complete and up-to-date bio for Pastor Blezard.


General Stewardship Resource Websites
Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (https://www.stewardshipoflife.org/)
ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (https://www.elca.org/stewardship)
The Episcopal Network for Stewardship – Solid resources! (https://www.tens.org/).
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